CHARLESTON, W. Va.— Today Governor Jim Justice announced the Opportunity Zones Program, a new 
community development program established by Congress as a result of Public Law 115-97, also known 
as the federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017. 


The Opportunity Zones Program gives each state's Governor the authority to designate Opportunity 
Zones, or areas of populations that are eligible to receive private investments through Opportunity 
Funds. The program is designed to drive long lasting investments into rural and low-income urban 
communities in every U.S. state and territory. 

Opportunity Zones are defined as low-income census tracts where the poverty rate is 20 percent or 
greater and/or family income is less than 80 percent of the area's median income. Opportunity Funds 
are established to attract investors that will drive needed money into distressed communities and spur 
redevelopment activities. Each state may nominate a minimum of 25 total eligible census tracts but no 
more than 25% of the total number of eligible census tracts within the state. 

Opportunity Funds investors can achieve beneficial tax treatment for their investments for a period of 
time. Governor Justice has directed the West Virginia Department of Commerce to take all necessary 
steps to research and recommend which areas may or may not be designated as Opportunity Zones in 
the State of West Virginia. 

Local governments are encouraged to nominate areas for inclusion in the program by submitting a 
proposal to the West Virginia Department of Commerce. Additional information about the program as 
well as instructions on how to submit a proposal can be found at http://westvirginia.gov/opportunitv- 
zones . 

All proposals should be submitted through the portal by 5 p.m. Wednesday, March 7, 2018. 

Nominations must be made by the Governor no later than March 22, 2018. When finalized, the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury will approve the nominated census tracts and administer the Opportunity 
Zone Program. 



Smith, Samantha 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Smith, Samantha 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 2:38 PM 
Urling, Ann V; Antolini, Butch 
Hopkins, Kris N; Jarrell, Joshua L 
Opportunity Zones Program 

Opportunity Zones Draft Release - 2-14-18 - FINAL.docx 


Importance: 


High 


Ann and Butch - 

I've attached a draft press release for your consideration along with a link to the webpage that has been created for the 
Opportunity Zones Program. We would like to distribute the press release today and go live with the website. We are 
happy to push the release from Commerce or have it distributed from the Governor's office. 

Webpage link: http://westvireinia.gov/opportunitv-zones 

Please let me know how you would like to proceed. 

All the best, 

Samantha 


t>A commerce 

communications 

Samantha Smith, Director of Marketing and Communications 

Office of Marketing & Communications 
West Virginia Department of Commerce 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. 

Building 3, Suite 600 

Charleston, WV 25305 

(304) 957-9364 | Samantha.Smith@wv.gov 
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CHARLESTON, W.Va.— Today Governor Jim Justice announced the Opportunity Zones Program, a new 
community development program established by Congress as a result of Public Law 115-97, also known 
as the federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017. 

The Opportunity Zones Program gives each state's Governor the authority to designate Opportunity 
Zones, or areas of populations that are eligible to receive private investments through Opportunity 
Funds. While the designation does not guarantee private sector investment, it does make it eligible 
under Federal guidelines. The program is designed to drive long lasting investments into rural and low- 
income urban communities in every U.S. state and territory. 

Opportunity Zones are defined as low-income census tracts where the poverty rate is 20 percent or 
greater and/or family income is less than 80 percent of the area's median income. Opportunity Funds 
are established to attract investors that will drive needed money into distressed communities and spur 
redevelopment activities. Each state may nominate a minimum of 25 total eligible census tracts but no 
more than 25% of the total number of eligible census tracts within the state. 

Opportunity Funds investors can achieve tax relief on the capital gains generated through those 
investments for a period of time. Governor Justice has directed the West Virginia Department of 
Commerce to take all necessary steps to research and recommend which areas may or may not be 
designated as Opportunity Zones in the State of West Virginia. 

Local governments are encouraged to nominate areas for inclusion in the program by submitting a 
proposal to the West Virginia Department of Commerce. Additional information about the program as 
well as instructions on how to submit a proposal can be found at http://westvirginia.gov/opportunitv- 
zones . 

All proposals should be submitted through the portal by 5 p.m. Wednesday, March 7, 2018. Questions 
about the program may be directed to Wesley White at Weslev.H.WhiteOwv.eov . 

Nominations must be made by the Governor no later than March 22, 2018. When finalized, the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury will approve the nominated census tracts and administer the Opportunity 
Zone Program. 



Smith, Samantha 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Smith, Samantha 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 2:38 PM 
Ferrell, Jordan H 

FW: Opportunity Zones Program 

Opportunity Zones Draft Release - 2-14-18 - FINAL.docx 


Importance: 


High 


FYI 


From: Smith, Samantha 

Sent: Wednesday, February 14, 2018 2:38 PM 

To: Urling, Ann V <Ann.V.Urling@wv.gov>; Antolini, Butch <Butch.Antolini(5)wv.gov> 

Cc: Hopkins, Kris N <Kris.N.Hopkins@wv.gov>; Jarrell, Joshua LcJoshua.Uarrell@wv.gov> 

Subject: Opportunity Zones Program 
Importance: High 

Ann and Butch - 

I've attached a draft press release for your consideration along with a link to the webpage that has been created for the 
Opportunity Zones Program. We would like to distribute the press release today and go live with the website. We are 
happy to push the release from Commerce or have it distributed from the Governor's office. 

Webpage link: http://westvirginia.eov/opportunitv-zones 

Please let me know how you would like to proceed. 

All the best, 

Samantha 



commerce . 
communications 


Samantha Smith, Director of Marketing and Communications 

Office of Marketing & Communications 
West Virginia Department of Commerce 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. 

Building 3, Suite 600 

Charleston, WV 25305 

(304) 957-9364 | Samantha.Smith@wv.gov 
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CHARLESTON, W.Va.— Today Governor Jim Justice announced the Opportunity Zones Program, a new 
community development program established by Congress as a result of Public Law 115-97, also known 
as the federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017. 

The Opportunity Zones Program gives each state's Governor the authority to designate Opportunity 
Zones, or areas of populations that are eligible to receive private investments through Opportunity 
Funds. While the designation does not guarantee private sector investment, it does make it eligible 
under Federal guidelines. The program is designed to drive long lasting investments into rural and low- 
income urban communities in every U.S. state and territory. 

Opportunity Zones are defined as low-income census tracts where the poverty rate is 20 percent or 
greater and/or family income is less than 80 percent of the area's median income. Opportunity Funds 
are established to attract investors that will drive needed money into distressed communities and spur 
redevelopment activities. Each state may nominate a minimum of 25 total eligible census tracts but no 
more than 25% of the total number of eligible census tracts within the state. 

Opportunity Funds investors can achieve tax relief on the capital gains generated through those 
investments for a period of time. Governor Justice has directed the West Virginia Department of 
Commerce to take all necessary steps to research and recommend which areas may or may not be 
designated as Opportunity Zones in the State of West Virginia. 

Local governments are encouraged to nominate areas for inclusion in the program by submitting a 
proposal to the West Virginia Department of Commerce. Additional information about the program as 
well as instructions on how to submit a proposal can be found at http://westvirginia.gov/opportunitv- 
zones . 

All proposals should be submitted through the portal by 5 p.m. Wednesday, March 7, 2018. Questions 
about the program may be directed to Wesley White at Weslev.H,Whiterwv.gov . 

Nominations must be made by the Governor no later than March 22, 2018. When finalized, the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury will approve the nominated census tracts and administer the Opportunity 
Zone Program. 



Smith, Samantha 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Smith, Samantha 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 4:06 PM 

Ferrell, Jordan H; Willard, Katie 

OZP Release - Approved by Governor's Office 

Opportunity Zones Draft Release - 2-14-18 - FINAL.docx 


Importance: 


High 


Jordan/Katie, 

Butch has approved the OZP release. Please have Catherine send to the DEVO statewide list today. 

Thanks, 

Samantha 


commerce . 
communications 


Samantha Smith, Director of Marketing and Communications 

Office of Marketing & Communications 
West Virginia Department of Commerce 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. 

Building 3, Suite 600 

Charleston, WV 25305 

(304) 957-9364 | Samantha .Smith (5) wv.gov 
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CHARLESTON, W.Va.— Today Governor Jim Justice announced the Opportunity Zones Program, a new 
community development program established by Congress as a result of Public Law 115-97, also known 
as the federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017. 

The Opportunity Zones Program gives each state's Governor the authority to designate Opportunity 
Zones, or areas of populations that are eligible to receive private investments through Opportunity 
Funds. While the designation does not guarantee private sector investment, it does make it eligible 
under Federal guidelines. The program is designed to drive long lasting investments into rural and low- 
income urban communities in every U.S. state and territory. 

Opportunity Zones are defined as low-income census tracts where the poverty rate is 20 percent or 
greater and/or family income is less than 80 percent of the area's median income. Opportunity Funds 
are established to attract investors that will drive needed money into distressed communities and spur 
redevelopment activities. Each state may nominate a minimum of 25 total eligible census tracts but no 
more than 25% of the total number of eligible census tracts within the state. 

Opportunity Funds investors can achieve tax relief on the capital gains generated through those 
investments for a period of time. Governor Justice has directed the West Virginia Department of 
Commerce to take all necessary steps to research and recommend which areas may or may not be 
designated as Opportunity Zones in the State of West Virginia. 

Local governments are encouraged to nominate areas for inclusion in the program by submitting a 
proposal to the West Virginia Department of Commerce. Additional information about the program as 
well as instructions on how to submit a proposal can be found at http://westvirginia.gov/opportunitv- 
zones . 

All proposals should be submitted through the portal by 5 p.m. Wednesday, March 7, 2018. Questions 
about the program may be directed to Wesley White at Weslev.H.White@wv.gov . 

Nominations must be made by the Governor no later than March 22, 2018. When finalized, the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury will approve the nominated census tracts and administer the Opportunity 
Zone Program. 



Smith, Samantha 


From: 

Smith, Samantha 

Sent: 

Thursday, February 15, 2018 5:12 PM 

To: 

Thompson, Mary Jo 

Cc: 

Hopkins, Kris N 

Subject: 

FW: Governor Jim Justice announces new Opportunity Zones Program 


From: Samantha Smith [mailto:Samantha.Smith@wv.gov] 

Sent: Thursday, February 15, 2018 5:11 PM 
To: Smith, Samantha <Samantha.Smith@wv.gov> 

Subject: Governor Jim Justice announces new Opportunity Zones Program 


Governor Jim Justice announces new 
Opportunity Zones Program 



WEST VIRGINIA 

DEPARTMENT(/COMMERCE 


FOR RELEASE: February 15, 2018 

MEDIA CONTACT: Samantha Smith, 304-957-9364, Samantha.Smith@wv.gnv 
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CHARLESTON, W.Va.— 1 Today Governor Jim Justice announced the 
Opportunity Zones Program, a new community development program 
established by Congress as a result of Public Law 115-97, also known as the 
federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017. 

The Opportunity Zones Program gives each state’s Governor the authority to 
designate Opportunity Zones, or areas of populations that are eligible to receive 
private investments through Opportunity Funds. While the designation does 
not guarantee private sector investment, it does make it eligible under Federal 
guidelines. The program is designed to drive long lasting investments into rural 
and low-income urban communities in every U.S. state and territory. 

Opportunity Zones are defined as low-income census tracts where the poverty 
rate is 20 percent or greater and/or family income is less than 80 percent of the 
area’s median income. Opportunity Funds are established to attract investors 
that will drive needed money into distressed communities and spur 
redevelopment activities. Each state may nominate a minimum of 25 total 
eligible census tracts but no more than 25% of the total number of eligible 
census tracts within the state. 

Opportunity Funds investors can achieve tax relief on the capital gains 
generated through those investments for a period of time. Governor Justice has 
directed the West Virginia Department of Commerce to take all necessary steps 
to research and recommend which areas may or may not be designated as 
Opportunity Zones in the State of West Virginia. 

Local governments are encouraged to nominate areas for inclusion in the 
program by submitting a proposal to the West Virginia Department of 
Commerce. Additional information about the program as well as instructions 
on how to submit a proposal can be found at 
http.V/westvirginia.gov/opportunitv-zones . 

All proposals should be submitted through the portal by 5 p.m. Wednesday, 
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March 7, 2018. 


Questions about the program may be directed to Wesley White at 
Wesley.H.White@wv.gov . 

Nominations must be made by the Governor no later than March 22, 2018. 
When finalized, the U.S. Department of the Treasury wall approve the 
nominated census tracts and administer the Opportunity Zone Program. 
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Facebook Twitter Website 



Copyright ©2018 West Virginia Department of Commerce, All rights reserved. 
We send press releases to members of the media in West Virginia. 

Our mailing address is: 

1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. 

Building 3, Suite 600 
Charleston, WV 25305 


3 




This email was sent to Samantha.Smith@wv.Qov 
why did I pet this? unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences 
West Virginia Department of Commerce • 1900 Kanawha Blvd. E ■ Building 3, Suite 600 • Charleston, WV 25305 USA 


4 



Smith, Samantha 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 


Smith, Samantha 

Wednesday, February 21, 2018 4:43 PM 
King, Andrew C 
Willard, Katie; Ferrell, Jordan H 
Opportunity Zone Webpage Update 


Importance: 


High 


Hi Drew, 

Kris just asked me to have the OZ landing page updated to reflect March 21 as the deadline rather than March 22. Can 
you correct? 


What is the timeline for determining the Opportunity Zones? 

• Governors have until March 22, 2018 to submit their Opportunity Zone designations to the U.S. Treasury 
Department or request a 30-day extension. 

• Once approved, Opportunity Zone designations remain in place for ten years and cannot be modified after initial 
designation. 

Thanks, 

Samantha 


commerce 

communications 

Samantha Smith, Director of Marketing and Communications 

Office of Marketing & Communications 
West Virginia Department of Commerce 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. 

Building 3, Suite 600 

Charleston, WV 25305 

(304) 957-9364 | Samantha .Smith (5) wv.gov 
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Smith, Samantha 


King, Andrew C 

Wednesday, February 21, 2018 5:19 PM 
Smith, Samantha 
Willard, Katie; Ferrell, Jordan H 
RE: Opportunity Zone Webpage Update 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up 

Flag Status: Completed 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 


I just checked the page and it seems the March 22 nd date is on there. So I guess Katie has taken care of it already. 


Andrew King 

PUBLIC INFORMATION SPECIALIST 

Office of Marketing & Communications 
West Virginia Department of Commerce 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. 

Building 3, Suite 600 

Charleston, WV 25305 

(304) 957-9337 | Andrew.C.King@wv.gov 

r*A commerce . 
v J communications 


From: Smith, Samantha 

Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2018 4:43 PM 

To: King, Andrew C <Andrew.C.King@wv.gov> 

Cc: Willard, Katie <Katie.Willard@wv.gov>; Ferrell, Jordan FI <Jordan.H.Ferrell@wv.gov> 
Subject: Opportunity Zone Webpage Update 
Importance: High 

Hi Drew, 


Kris just asked me to have the OZ landing page updated to reflect March 21 as the deadline rather than March 22. Can 
you correct? 


What is the timeline for determining the Opportunity Zones? 

« Governors have until March 22, 2018 to submit their Opportunity Zone designations to the U.S. Treasury 
Department or request a 30-day extension. 

• Once approved, Opportunity Zone designations remain in place for ten years and cannot be modified after initial 
designation. 
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Thanks, 

Samantha 


r*A commerce . 
v J communications 

Samantha Smith, Director of Marketing and Communications 

Office of Marketing & Communications 
West Virginia Department of Commerce 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. 

Building 3, Suite 600 

Charleston, WV 25305 

(304) 957-9364 | Samantha.Smith@wv.Rov 
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Smith, Samantha 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 


King, Andrew C 

Wednesday, February 21, 2018 5:20 PM 

Smith, Samantha 

Willard, Katie; Ferrell, Jordan FI 

RE: Opportunity Zone Webpage Update 


Follow Up Flag: Follow up 

Flag Status: Completed 


Ignore the last message. I updated the 22 nd to the 21 st . 
Read your message wrong. 


Andrew King 

PUBLIC INFORMATION SPECIALIST 

Office of Marketing & Communications 
West Virginia Department of Commerce 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. 

Building 3, Suite 600 

Charleston, WV 25305 

(304) 957-9337 | Andrew.C.Kine@wv.gov 

commerce 

communications 


From: Smith, Samantha 

Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2018 4:43 PM 

To: King, Andrew C <Andrew.C.King@wv.gov> 

Cc: Willard, Katie <Katie.Willard@wv.gov>; Ferrell, Jordan FI <Jordan.FI.Ferrell@wv.gov> 

Subject: Opportunity Zone Webpage Update 
Importance: High 

Hi Drew, 

Kris just asked me to have the OZ landing page updated to reflect March 21 as the deadline rather than March 22. Can 
you correct? 


What is the timeline for determining the Opportunity Zones? 


• Governors have until March 22, 2018 to submit their Opportunity Zone designations to the U.S. Treasury 
Department or request a 30-day extension. 
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* Once approved, Opportunity Zone designations remain in place for ten years and cannot be modified after initial 
designation. 

Thanks, 

Samantha 


r«vi commerce jt . 
vM communications 

Samantha Smith, Director of Marketing and Communications 

Office of Marketing & Communications 
West Virginia Department of Commerce 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. 

Building 3, Suite 600 

Charleston, WV 25305 

(304) 957-9364 ) Samantha.Smith@wv.gov 
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Smith, Samantha 


From: 

Smith, Samantha 

Sent: 

Wednesday, February 21, 2018 5:22 PM 

To: 

King, Andrew C 

Cc: 

Willard, Katie; Ferrell, Jordan H 

Subject: 

RE: Opportunity Zone Webpage Update 

Thanks Drew! 



From: King, Andrew C 

Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2018 5:20 PM 
To: Smith, Samantha <Samantha.Smith@wv.gov> 

Cc: Willard, Katie <Katie.Willard@wv.gov>; Ferrell, Jordan H <Jordan.H.Ferrell@wv.gov> 
Subject: RE: Opportunity Zone Webpage Update 

Ignore the last message. I updated the 22 nd to the 21 st . 

Read your message wrong. 


Andrew King 

PUBLIC INFORMATION SPECIALIST 

Office of Marketing & Communications 
West Virginia Department of Commerce 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. 

Building 3, Suite 600 

Charleston, WV 25305 

(304) 957-9337 | Andrew.C.King(5) wv.gov 

commerce . 
v J communications 


From: Smith, Samantha 

Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2018 4:43 PM 

To: King, Andrew C < Andrew.C.King@wv.gov > 

Cc: Willard, Katie < Katie.Willard@wv.gov >: Ferrell, Jordan H < Jordan.H.Ferrell@wv.gov > 

Subject: Opportunity Zone Webpage Update 
Importance: High 

Hi Drew, 

Kris just asked me to have the OZ landing page updated to reflect March 21 as the deadline rather than March 22. Can 
you correct? 


What is the timeline for determining the Opportunity Zones? 
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Governors have until March 22, 2018 to submit their Opportunity Zone designations to the U.S. Treasury 
Department or request a 30-day extension. 


’ Once approved, Opportunity Zone designations remain in place for ten years and cannot be modified after initial 
designation. 

Thanks, 

Samantha 


r*A commerce 
v J communications 

Samantha Smith, Director of Marketing and Communications 

Office of Marketing & Communications 
West Virginia Department of Commerce 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. 

Building 3, Suite 600 

Charleston, WV 25305 

(304) 957-9364 | Samantha.Smith@wv.gov 
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Smith, Samantha 



White, Wesley H 

Wednesday, March 14, 2018 12:09 PM 
Ferrell, Jordan H 
Smith, Samantha; Willard, Katie 
Re: OZP 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up 

Flag Status: Completed 

Sure sounds good. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Mar 14, 2018, at 12:06 PM, Ferrell, Jordan H < Jordan.H.Ferrell@wv.gov > wrote: 

Sounds good. 

Just a suggestion, but I think we could update the webpage so we don't have deadlines that have 
already passed. Thoughts? 

Best, 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 


<image001.png> 

Jordan H. Ferrell, Director of Accounts & Client Relations 

Office of Marketing & Communications 
West Virginia Department of Commerce 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. 

Building 3, Suite 600 
Charleston, WV 25305 

O: (304) 957-9320 | C: (304) 692-5982 | Jordan.H.FPrrelUBwv pm, 


From: White, Wesley H 

Sent: Wednesday, March 14, 2018 12:02 PM 

To: Ferrell, Jordan H < Jordan.H.Ferrell@wv.gov > 

Cc: Smith, Samantha <Samantha.Smith@wv.gov>: Willard, Katie <Katie.Willard@wv P m/> 

Subject: Re: OZP -- 

Jordan, 

I'm out today. We asked for the 30 day extension. Kris suggested that we do not send out another 
notification but instead spend the time reviewing the applications. However, if anyone wants to file a 
late application they can so we need to leave the website up. I will be back tomorrow. Thanks 
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Wes 


Sent from my iPhone 

On Mar 14, 2018, at 11:53 AM, Ferrell, Jordan H < Jordan.H.Ferrell@wv.gov > wrote: 

Wes- 

Do you have any updates on the Opportunity Zone Program? We want to make sure 
we're on top of either extending the deadline on the website, or shutting down the 
application form. 

Please let me know when you can. 

Best, 


<image001.png> 

Jordan H. Ferrell, Director of Accounts & Client Relations 

Office of Marketing & Communications 
West Virginia Department of Commerce 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. 

Building 3, Suite 600 
Charleston, WV 25305 

0: (304) 957-9320 | C: (304) 692-5982 | Jordan.H.FerrPlIOwv g n» 
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Smith, Samantha 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 


Ferrell, Jordan H 

Wednesday, March 14, 2018 12:06 PM 
White, Wesley H 
Smith, Samantha; Willard, Katie 
RE: OZP 


Follow Up Flag: Follow up 

Flag Status: Completed 


Sounds good. 

Just a suggestion, but I think we could update the webpage so we don't have deadlines that have already passed 
Thoughts? 

Best, 


rtA commerce 

communications 

Jordan H. Ferrell, Director of Accounts & Client Relations 

Office of Marketing & Communications 
West Virginia Department of Commerce 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. 

Building 3, Suite 600 
Charleston, WV 25305 

O: (304) 957-9320 | C: (304) 692-5982 | Jordan.H.Ferrell@wv.gov 


From: White, Wesley H 

Sent: Wednesday, March 14, 2018 12:02 PM 

To: Ferrell, Jordan H <Jordan.H.Ferrell@wv.gov> 

Cc: Smith, Samantha <Samantha.Smith(5)wv.gov>; Willard, Katie <Katie.Willard@wv.gov> 

Subject: Re: OZP 

Jordan, 

I'm out today. We asked for the 30 day extension. Kris suggested that we do not send out another notification but 
instead spend the time reviewing the applications. However, if anyone wants to file a late application they can so we 
need to leave the website up. I will be back tomorrow. Thanks. 

Wes 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Mar 14, 2018, at 11:53 AM, Ferrell, Jordan H < Jordan.H.Ferrell@wv.gov > wrote: 
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Wes- 


Do you have any updates on the Opportunity Zone Program? We want to make sure we're on top of 
either extending the deadline on the website, or shutting down the application form. 

Please let me know when you can. 

Best, 


<image001.png> 

Jordan H. Ferrell, Director of Accounts & Client Relations 

Office of Marketing & Communications 
West Virginia Department of Commerce 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. 

Building 3, Suite 600 
Charleston, WV 25305 

O: (304) 957-9320 | C: (304) 692-5982 | Jordan.H.Ferrell@wv.Eov 
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Smith, Samantha 


White, Wesley H 

Wednesday, March 14, 2018 12:02 PM 
Ferrell, Jordan H 
Smith, Samantha; Willard, Katie 
Re: OZP 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up 

Flag Status: Completed 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 


Jordan, 


I'm out today. We asked for the 30 day extension. Kris suggested that we do not send out another notification but 
instead spend the time reviewing the applications. However, if anyone wants to file a late application they can so we 
need to leave the website up. I will be back tomorrow. Thanks. 

Wes 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Mar 14, 2018, at 11:53 AM, Ferrell, Jordan H c Jordan.H.Ferrell@wv.gov > wrote: 

Wes- 

Do you have any updates on the Opportunity Zone Program? We want to make sure we're on top of 
either extending the deadline on the website, or shutting down the application form. 

Please let me know when you can. 

Best, 


<image001.png> 

Jordan H. Ferrell, Director of Accounts & Client Relations 

Office of Marketing & Communications 
West Virginia Department of Commerce 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. 

Building 3, Suite 600 
Charleston, WV 25305 

O: (304) 957-9320 | C: (304) 692-5982 | Jordan.H.Ferrell(S>wv.gov 
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Smith, Samantha 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Smith, Samantha 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 2:53 PM 

Ferrell, Jordan H; Willard, Katie 

Fwd: IMPORTANT — Opportunity Zone Plan 


Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Hopkins, Kris N" < Kris.N.Hopkins(5)wv.gov > 

Date: February 8, 2018 at 2:52:19 PM EST 
To: "Jarrell, Joshua L" < Joshua.LJarrell(a)wv.gov > 

Cc: "Balding, Benjamin L" < Beniamin.L.Balding(a)wv.gov >. "White, Wesley H" 

<W esley.H.White(5)wv.gov >, "Smith, Samantha" < Samantha.Smith@wv.gov >. "Thrasher, W" 
<WThrasher(gwv.gov>, "White, Patricia J" < Patricia.J.White@wv.gov > 

Subject: Re: IMPORTANT -- Opportunity Zone Plan 


We should consider putting this in our release as a resource for potential applicants. 

https://www.cdfa.net/cdfa/cdfaweb.nsf/pages/iioa.html 

Sent from a mobile device 


KRISTOPHER N. HOPKINS 

Executive Director 

West Virginia Development Office 

West Virginia Department of Commerce 

(304) 558-2234 | Kris.n.hopkinsOwv.gov 


On Feb 8, 2018, at 10:52 AM, Jarrell, Joshua L c Joshua.LJarrell@wv.gov > wrote: 

Everyone, 

We are trying to outline a tentative plan to identify the best census tracts for 
Opportunity Zone designation by the governor. The governor has to proclaim eligible 
tracts on or before March 22, 2018, by sending a letter to the US Treasury Department. 
It's important that we have a plan in place and strategy to execute in a very tight 
turnaround. 

We are in the process of reaching out to Marshall and WVU to help evaluate and rank 
census tracts. In the meantime, we need to set up a web page (modeled after Missouri) 
and establish a communications strategy to announce it to the public (governor's press 
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release, social media strategy, newspapers for notice and articles discussing program 
county outreach through the RPDCs and/or EDAs, webinar, FAQs, a mechanism to 
answer additional questions from the public). 

We should probably have a meeting today or early tomorrow at the latest to 
discuss. The governor's office wants to do this but has deferred to us to make the 
recommendation and strategy. We need everyone pulling together on this one. 

Tentative Timeline: 

1. Web presence by Monday, Feb. 12. 

2. Press release (by Commerce/Governor - ask Ann Urhling as they may just have 
us do it too) by Monday, Feb. 12 

3. University based recommendations by March 2 

4. Proposals deadline by March 9 

5. WVDO recommendations to Gov. by March 16 

6. Governor proclamation by March 22 
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Smith, Samantha 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Smith, Samantha 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 1:01 PM 

Ellis, Johanna K; Ferrell, Jordan H; Willard, Katie 

FW: IMPORTANT - Opportunity Zone Plan 


Missouri example is here: 
https://ded.mo.gov/content/opportunitv-zones 


From: Smith, Samantha 

Sent: Thursday, February 8, 2018 12:03 PM 

To: Ellis, Johanna K <Johanna.K.EIIis@wv.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: IMPORTANT-Opportunity Zone Plan 


Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Jarrell, Joshua L" < Joshua.Uarrell@wv.gov > 

Date: February 8, 2018 at 10:52:35 AM EST 

To: Balding, Benjamin L" < Beniamin.LBalding@wv.gov >. "White, Wesley H" 
< Wgsley.H.vyhite@wv.gov >, "Smith, Samantha" < Samantha.Smith@wv.gov > 

Cc: "Hopkins, Kris N" <Krjs,N.Hopk ins@wv.gov >, "Thrasher, W" < W.Thrasher@wv.gov >. "White Patricia 
J" < Patricia.J.White@wv.gov > 

Subject: IMPORTANT -- Opportunity Zone Plan 

Everyone, 

We are trying to outline a tentative plan to identify the best census tracts for Opportunity Zone 
designation by the governor. The governor has to proclaim eligible tracts on or before March 22, 2018, 
by sending a letter to the US Treasury Department. It's important that we have a plan in place and 
strategy to execute in a very tight turnaround. 

We are in the process of reaching out to Marshall and WVU to help evaluate and rank census tracts. In 
the meantime, we need to set up a web page (modeled after Missouri) and establish a communications 
strategy to announce it to the public (governor's press release, social media strategy, newspapers for 
notice and articles discussing program, county outreach through the RPDCs and/or EDAs, webinar, FAQs, 
a mechanism to answer additional questions from the public). 

We should probably have a meeting today or early tomorrow at the latest to discuss. The governor's 
office wants to do this but has deferred to us to make the recommendation and strategy. We need 
everyone pulling together on this one. 

Tentative Timeline: 


l 



1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 


Web presence by Monday, Feb. 12. 

Press release (by Commerce/Governor - ask Ann Urhling as they may just have us do it too) by 
Monday, Feb. 12 

University based recommendations by March 2 
Proposals deadline by March 9 
WVDO recommendations to Gov. by March 16 
Governor proclamation by March 22 
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Smith, Samantha 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Ferrell, Jordan H 

Monday, April 9, 2018 3:05 PM 

White, Wesley H 

Smith, Samantha; Hopkins, Kris N 
Bulleted Opportunity Zone Information 
Opportunity Zone bullet points_ed_040918.docx 


Follow Up Flag: Follow up 

Flag Status: Completed 


Wes- 


Attached is the information you sent in a bulleted format. 


Let me know if you have any edits. 
Best, 


v. v commerce 
v J communications 


Jordan H. Ferrell, Director of Accounts & Client Relations 

Office of Marketing & Communications 
West Virginia Department of Commerce 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. 

Building 3, Suite 600 
Charleston, WV 25305 

O. (304) 957-9320 ( C: (304) 692-5982 | Jordan. H. Ferre 11(5) wv.gov 
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Opportunity Zones Overview 


Opportunity Zones are: 

A new community development program for areas with low income populations 

■ Created by Congress 

o Result of Public Law 115-97 

o Law also known as federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 
What Opportunity Zones do: 

■ Gives the governor of each state the authority to designate qualified Opportunity Zones or 
areas of populations that are eligible to receive private investments through Opportunity Funds 
Zones are eligible to receive private investments 

■ Investors receive tax incentives 

Designation no guarantee of private sector investment, but of eligibility under Federal guidelines 
Opportunity Zone goals: 

Provide rural and low-income communities with much-needed infusion of capital 

■ Attract investors to the targeted areas 

■ Drive long lasting investments where it is most needed 


West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice designated WV Department of Commerce (WV DOC) to: 

■ Research eligible census tracts 

Use research to recommend which areas in the state to nominate as Opportunity Zones 
WV DOC actions: 

■ Educate the State on Opportunity Zones 

o Create public webpage 

• Explain program and process 

Request detailed Opportunity Zone Proposal questionnaire, letters of support 
and comprehensive plans 
o Host public information events 

o Disseminate public reminders regarding deadlines and process for submissions 
" Rely on local leaders 

o To know their communities the best 

o Rank tracts by priority in cases where more than one tract submitted 

Commerce: 

■ Evaluated tracts using a data driven process 

■ Cross reference each nominated tract to determine whether the census tract was in fact eligible- 

o Low-Income Community tract 

o Contiguous tract, proximity to any Cross-State eligible tracts 

■ Stayed informed on up-to-date guidance and strategies 

- Confer with other state Opportunity Zone representatives 

For final selection process, Commerce will: 

■ Balance the need and opportunity for investment 

■ Use tools from the Federal Government 

o Opportunity Zone Data Information Resource from the Community Development 
Financial Institution Fund 

o Federal Reserve Opportunity Zone Investment Explorer. 



Zacchi, Catherine M 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Zacchi, Catherine M 
Monday, April 9, 2018 1:43 PM 
Ferrell, Jordan H 
RE: Confidential 

Opportunity Zone bullet points.docx 


Jordan - Let me know whether this meets the need. 

I used the base document provided and picked up a few phrases from the blog. 

Document available: S:\Proiectsl8\DEVO\DEVO\18-DEVO-lQOO-C Media Relations&Writing\Qpportunitv Zone 
communications\Bullets - Opportunity Zone 


r.\ commerce 

communications 

Catherine M. Zacchi 
COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST 

Office of Marketing & Communications 
West Virginia Department of Commerce 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. 

Building 3, Suite 600 
Charleston, WV 25305 

(304) 957-9340 | Catherine.m.zacchi(5>wv.gov 

From: Ferrell, Jordan H 

Sent: Monday, April 09, 2018 12:32 PM 

To: Zacchi, Catherine M <Catherine.M.Zacchi@wv.gov> 

Subject: RE: Confidential 

Just review the content and then make it flow in bullet point format, yes. 
Thanks! 


ra commerce . 
v J communications 

Jordan H. Ferrell, Director of Accounts & Client Relations 

Office of Marketing & Communications 
West Virginia Department of Commerce 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. 

Building 3, Suite 600 
Charleston, WV 25305 

O: (304) 957-9320 | C: (304) 692-5982 | Jordan.H.Ferrell@wv.gov 
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Opportunity Zone bullet points 

Opportunity Zones 
What is Opportunity Zone: 

■ A new community development program especially for areas with low income 
populations 

■ Created by Congress 

o Result of Public Law 115-97 

o Law also known as federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 
What Opportunity Zones do: 

■ Gives the governor of each state the authority to designate qualified Opportunity 
Zones 

■ Zones are eligible to receive private investments 

■ Investors receive tax incentives 

■ Designation no guarantee of private sector investment, but of eligibility under 
Federal guidelines 

Opportunity Zone goals: 

■ Provide rural and low-income communities with much-needed infusion of capital 

■ Attract investors to the targeted areas 

■ Drive long lasting investments where it is most needed 

West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice designated WV Department of Commerce (WV DOC) to: 

■ Research eligible census tracts 

■ Use research to recommend which areas in the state to nominate as Opportunity 
Zones 

WV DOC actions: 

■ Educate the State on Opportunity Zones 

o Create public webpage 

> Explain program and process 

> Request detailed Opportunity Zone Proposal questionnaire, letters 
of support, and comprehensive plans 

o Host public information events 

o Disseminate public reminders regarding deadlines and process for 
submissions. 

■ Rely on local leaders 

o To know their communities the best 

o Rank tracts by priority in cases where more than one tract submitted 
Commerce: 

■ Evaluated tracts using a data driven process 

■ Cross reference each nominated tract to determine whether the census tract was 
in fact eligible: 



o Low-Income Community tract 

o Contiguous tract, proximity to any Cross-State eligible tracts 

■ Stayed informed on up-to-date guidance and strategies 

■ Confer with other state Opportunity Zone representatives 


For final selection process, Commerce will: 

■ Balance the need and opportunity for investment 

■ Use tools from the Federal Government 

o Opportunity Zone Data Information Resource from the Community 
Development Financial Institution Fund 
o Federal Reserve Opportunity Zone Investment Explorer. 



Opportunity Zones are a new community development program established by Congress as a result 
of Public Law 115-97, also known as the federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017. The Opportunity 
Zones Program gives each state’s Governor the authority to designate Opportunity Zones, or areas 
of populations that are eligible to receive private investments through Opportunity Funds. While 
the designation does not guarantee private sector investment, it does make it eligible under Federal 
guidelines. The program is designed to drive long lasting investments into rural and low-income 
urban communities in every U.S. state and territory. 

Under the direction of Governor Jim Justice, the WV Department of Commerce was designated to 
research eligible census tracts to make recommendations on which areas in the state of West 
Virginia should be nominated as Opportunity Zones. 

Commerce followed best-practices with the ultimate goal of the Opportunity Zone program being 
to bolster diverse job creation, new business starts, and current business growth with development 
of real property and infrastructure in distressed areas. 

Commerce educated the State on Opportunity Zones by creating a public webpage, hosting events 
and sending out reminders for public Opportunity Proposal submissions. On our Opportunity Zone 
webpage, we requested a detailed Opportunity Zone Proposal questionnaire, letters of support, and 
comprehensive plans. 

Our office understood the local leaders know their community the best and if more than one census 
tract was submitted, we requested each tract to be ranked ordered by highest priority. 

Commerce used a data driven process to evaluate each eligible census tracts and cross reference 
each nominated tract to determine whether the census tract was in fact an eligible Low-Income 
Community tract, Contiguous tract, proximity to any Cross-State eligible tracts, and continuously 
looked for updated guidance and strategies on making the best decisions including participating 
with other state Opportunity Zone representatives. 

When it came down to the final selection process, we wanted to balance the need and opportunity 
for investment by looking at tools from the Federal Government such as the Opportunity Zone 
Data Information Resource from the Community Development Financial Institution Fund and the 
Federal Reserve Opportunity Zone Investment Explorer. 



